
My Sense of Place  
A community addendum to the exhibition, A Sense of Place: Kiki and Seton 

Smith  

 
Sisters Kiki and Seton Smith return to the town they grew up in for a tribute exhibition of their 

distinguished artwork at Seton Hallôs Walsh Gallery in South Orange, NJ organized in 

collaboration with the Lennie Pierro Memorial Art Foundation. The show, A Sense of Place: Kiki 

and Seton Smith examines the question, ñHow does place irrevocably impact our sense of self?ò 

Kiki Smithôs drawings and prints look to the natural world to understand the relationship between 

place and identity on a symbolic level. Setonôs large-scale photographs look to the built 

environment to convey associations by moving within and navigating through space. 

A Sense of Place: Kiki and Seton Smith 

October 30-December 6, 2016 

Walsh Gallery, Seton Hall University 

400 South Orange Avenue 

South Orange, New Jersey 

  

My Sense of Place is a collaboration of the Pierro 

Foundation, Seton Hall University's Walsh Gallery, the 

Pierro Gallery, and the South Orange/Maplewood Public 

Schools. This outreach is in conjunction with the 

exhibition, A Sense of Place featuring works by Kiki and 

Seton Smith, produced by the Pierro Foundation at the 

Walsh Gallery, Seton Hall University. 
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Aileen Bassis 
 

 

Awaken 

From the series: Stories End 
about the lost world of my 
childhood in the South Bronx, 
I've combined photos of 
former synagogues (now 
repurposed into churches, 
community centers, etc.) with 
pages of an old book, Jewish 
Fairy Tales and Legends, that 
I discovered when I cleaned 
out my parents' apartment. 
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Alisa Berlin  
 

 

Fantasy Room  

My dull living room is brought to life 

through the use of unique colors that 

contrast the empty walls. The dark 

purple color dripping from the walls 

represents the movement of ideas 

that block out the busy outdoors. 

Mixed media 
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Amanda Burns- Elhassouni 
 
 

Nowhere and Anywhere 

My sense of place is synonymous 

with a tile floor. You know you've 

been there, but you're not sure 

where this place is. I can't say where 

I know myself best because it is ever 

changing, depending on my life 

circumstances at that time. I've 

always regarded myself as a 

chameleon, someone who knows 

how to adapt and live anywhere. I 

haven't lived everywhere, so maybe 

this is an overstatement, but I can 

make a sense of place wherever I 

have lived and therefore, anywhere 

and nowhere is my truth. 



Jane Sterrett  
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Ana Cowie 
  
Overflow  

 

This piece is made up of images that I 

have taken over the course of my life that 

represent places where I feel at home or 

people that make me feel at home. I want 

all of these places and people to stay the 

same, but in reality these things change 

without my say. The images flowing out of 

the safety of the hands represent the parts 

of my life that I cannot hold onto. 
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Anna Herbst 
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For me, it is my porch that gives 

me my grounding, a sense of 

place, of comfort, of security. This 

is where I am- right now, in this 

time, in this world...From my porch 

I get a visceral sense of which 

direction I am facing...I can face 

east and see the sun rise, facing 

the direction of New York City 

knowing it is there, if I need it... I 

can turn around and face west and 

watch my street come alive, 

children playing, dog's walking... 

Facing North, my 

neighbors...working or Sunday 

morning singing...  

If I face slightly south, I can just 

get a glimpse of my childhood 

home, a stone's throw away, never 

to return but in my mind's eye... I 

can sit in a chair and read a book, 

listen to cicadas, be transported to 

who knows where, but always 

return...to my porch.  

Betsy Meyer-Donadio 
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Cameron Calder  

This piece represents the time I have spent 

at summer camp over the past ten years. 

The bold words and lettering are from 

cheers during color war and my time on the 

Red team. This "cheer shirt" embodies the 

profound sense of family and camaraderie I 

have experienced over my time at Camp 

Oneka. 
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Chiamaka Chukwuka 

Broken Dreams 

This speaks to how our childhood 

dreams and innocence is often 

broken as we age. The bridge is 

crumbling while children play, 

because their childhood is slowly 

slipping away much like people's 

ability to imagine and dream.  
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Seton Smith  

Panes   

I find comfort in my bed, yet sleep is 

my favorite form of procrastination. 

This is the reasoning of my unmade 

bed and the papers about Sir 

Gawain and school guide. From the 

outside, I'm not sure if my workload 

looks as bad. 

Elisa Leung  


