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1 
2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Report 

 
    To:   Acting Chief Dolinac    
    From: Sgt. J. Albino – Traffic Bureau    
    Date: September 1st, 2025    
    Subject:  2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Report        
 
 

This annual crash analysis has three main purposes: 
1. Identify areas in the Village where there is a high volume of motor 

vehicle crashes; 
2. Identify the contributing circumstances of those crashes; 
3. Develop solutions to mitigate and minimize future crashes. 

 
2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Overview: 
 

● Zero crash-related fatalities in 2024. There have been zero crash-related 
fatalities from 2021 through 2024, four consecutive years. 

● 83% of all motor vehicle crashes resulted in no reported injuries (defined 
as requiring transportation to a medical care facility from the scene of the 
crash). 

● In 2024, there were 540 Total Motor Vehicle crashes in South Orange Village. 
An increase of 2.46% over the 2023 total of 527. 

● 7 Bicycle crashes, an increase of 16% over the 2023 total of 6.  

● 28 Pedestrian-involved crashes, an increase of 46.4% over the 2023 total of 
15.  

● 127 crashes involving Parked Vehicles, a decrease of 3.78% from the 2023 
total of 132. 

● 86 reported Hit and Run crashes, an increase of 4.87% from the 2023 total of 
82. 
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● 1 crash involving an Emergency vehicle en-route to a call for service.  A 
decrease of 88.8% from 9 emergency vehicle crashes in 2023.  

● By day of the week, Tuesday had the highest frequency of crashes, with 
18.5% of all crashes. For 2024, Friday had the second highest frequency of 
crashes at 16.3%. In 2023 Friday had the highest frequency of crashes at 
19.73%.  

● In 2024, by Time-of-Day, 3:00-4:00pm was the most frequent occurrence of 
crashes, at 10.18% of the total. 8:00-9:00am had the second highest total of 
crashes. 

● Overall, most crashes occurred with one of the following conditions present: 
Daylight hours, Dry road conditions, Clear weather.  

● The top three crash types were: 1. Struck parked vehicle, 23.5%; 2. Same 
direction (rear end), 15.74%; 3. Same direction (sideswipe) 15.19%.  

● The majority of crashes in 2024, at 54%, were Low-Speed (25 mph or less) 
driving and were the result of one or more of the following operator actions: 
Backing Unsafely, Failure to Yield Right of Way, Driver Inattention, or Other 
Unknown Contributing Factors.  

 
*See Appendix A for enumerated local data 

 
Roads with the highest total occurrences of motor vehicle crashes  
 

1. South Orange Avenue, County Highway 510:  
o 141 crashes, including; 
o 11 pedestrian-involved crashes. 

2. Scotland Road/Valley Street corridor, County Highway 638: 
o 78 crashes including;  
o 5 pedestrian-involved crashes.  

3. Irvington Avenue, County Highway 665: 
o 22 crashes, including; 
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o 5 pedestrian-involved crashes. 
Some of the contributing factors for pedestrian related crash events:  

● Low light conditions  

● Pedestrians crossing outside of a crosswalk (e.g. – mid-block instead of at a 
designated area, between vehicles)  

● Crossing without giving due attention to roadway and traffic conditions 
(other distractors may factor into this circumstance such as cellular phone 
use)  

● Using personal conveyance (skateboards, rollerblades etc.) 
 
We have determined through this crash analysis, that the major contributing 
circumstance in the majority of crashes is traffic volume, both in 2024 and 
historically. We have used the following countermeasures to address traffic 
concerns and to attempt to reduce crashes. 
 
Countermeasure #1: Enforcement 
We have continued to certify and re-certify South Orange Police officers in the 
operation of radar equipment, and have increased traffic enforcement of speeding 
offenses throughout the Village. The department as a whole issued 905 speeding 
summonses and warnings in 2024 and 1,913 careless driving summonses and 
warnings.  
 
Traffic safety is a major concern not only on the State level but in our Village as 
well. We as a department aim to work together with the State to attain available 
grants that fund traffic details which address the variety of dangerous driving  
behaviors. In 2024 we participated in “Click it Or Ticket”, a State-funded grant for 
which we were awarded $7,000. This grant was to be used between 5/20/24 - 
6/2/24 focusing on seatbelt usage violations, but also addressing other violations 
when observed. 
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A total of 1,306 summonses were issued by the department under the grant 
program, including warnings, with 180 of those were seatbelt violations. The 
remainder were various other moving violations such as failure to stop, usage of 
cell phone, careless driving, equipment violations, and administrative violations.  
 
Countermeasure #2: Equipment 
We have deployed traffic delineators throughout the town, in areas where sight 
lines were periodically obstructed due to parked vehicles. Locations have been 
updated and will continue to be updated as the needs arise/change due to road 
upgrades. These updates to include the following: 

 

● Valley Street & Roland Avenue (in front of Mozzarella); 

● Valley Street & Hixon Place (in front of Totri School); 

● South Orange Avenue & Vose Avenue near Bank of America; 

● South Orange Avenue & Vose Avenue near Chase Bank; 

● Irvington Avenue & Ward Place (at both corners on the east side of the 
intersection). 
 

In addition, delineators have been placed on Sloan Street along the double yellow 
median to prevent prohibited left turns and U-turns. These actions have caused 
crashes and hamper traffic flow. They will continue to be used as they have proven 
effective throughout 2024. Examples of these lane delineators are included later in 
this report.  
 
From 2023 to 2024, there was a 2.2% increase in overall crashes in town, with zero 
fatal crashes. Overall in New Jersey, fatal crashes increased in 2024 to 651, with 
688 fatalities (see Appendix C). 
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Fatal Crashes, Pedestrian Crashes, and Bicycles Crashes: 

 
Fatal Crashes: 
 
Zero fatal motor vehicle crashes in South Orange Village. New Jersey State Police 
report 688 fatalities from crashes in 2024, with a 13.5% increase from 2023 (+82 
fatalities). 
 
Bicycle vs. Motor Vehicle Crashes: 
 
In 2024, we had 7 crashes involving a bicycle; in 2023 there was 1 bicycle-involved 
crash. Of these 7 incidents, (2) occurred on South Orange Avenue/CR 510, (2) on 
Scotland Road/Valley Street, CR 665, (1) on Irvington Avenue/CR 638 and (2) on 
municipal roadways.  
 
The major contributing circumstances of the bicycle-involved crashes were actions 
of the part of the bicycle operator: 

● In (3) of the crashes the bicyclist was riding unlawfully across the crosswalk. 
NJSA 39:4-10.1 requires a bicyclist to dismount and walk their bicycle 
through the crosswalk; 

● In (1) of the crashes the bicyclist failed to stop at stop sign at an intersection 
that had the right of way;  

● In (2) of the crashes the bicyclist carelessly riding in the middle of the 
roadway (weaving in and out of traffic);  

● In (1) of the crashes the bicyclist equipment was an unregistered high 
velocity electric scooter. NJSA 39:1-1 specifies the licensing and safety 
regulations for electric scooters/mobility devices. To increase public 
awareness and education on this subject, SOPD has published this 
information on our website and social media channels. 
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Pedestrian vs. Motor Vehicle Crashes: 
 

● In 2024, there were 28 motor vehicle crashes involving pedestrians, an 
increase of 46.4% over the 2023 total of 15.  

Characteristics of these 28 incidents: 

● (27) resulted in the report of an injury; 

● (10) of these injuries was reported as minor injuries; 

● (5) of these injuries were reported as serious. 
 

Major contributing circumstances: 

● (6) were caused by pedestrian actions:  
o (3) = pedestrian was not in designated crosswalks; 
o (2) = pedestrian ran out into traffic;   
o (1) = pedestrian was intoxicated. 

● (22) were caused by motorist actions: 
o (11) involved vehicles making left turns; 
o (3) failed to observe pedestrian in roadway; 
o (2) right turn; 
o (2) hit and run (vehicle fled); 
o (2) sun-glare; 
o (1) drove over curb; 
o (1) backing; 
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(21) of these pedestrian related crashes occurred on or very near our three busiest 
corridors:  
 

South Orange Avenue, County Highway 510:  
o 11 pedestrian-involved crashes. 

Scotland Road/Valley Street corridor, County Highway 638: 
o 5 pedestrian-involved crashes.  

Irvington Avenue, County Highway 665: 
o 5 pedestrian-involved crashes. 

 
Of these (28) incidents, (15) were listed as minor to serious injuries: 
 
Minor injuries: (10) 
 

(2) Pedestrian not in crosswalk 
(4) Driver failed to Yield Right of Way  
(1) Intoxicated  
(1) Driver Backing  
(2) Children ran out into road without looking 

  
Serious injuries: (5) 

    
      (3) Driver failed to Yield     
      (1) Driver had pet on her lap  
      (1) Sun glare Factor 
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Proposed Countermeasures/Actions to Pedestrian and Cyclist Crashes: 
 

● Increase public education campaigns on pedestrian safety, particularly to our 
senior citizen population and Jespy House clients; 

● Address pedestrian unsafe actions such as jay walking and crossing against 
illuminated signage at crosswalks though enforcement via warning or 
summons;   

● Apply for grants to conduct additional enforcement of aggressive driving 
behavior; 

● Continued regular enforcement of unsafe driving actions; 

● Educate pedalcyclists on best practices for safe riding versus unsafe actions. 
This would address the number one cause for cyclist crashes in 2024: riding 
across a crosswalk instead of walking the bicycle across the crosswalk; 

● Increase social media posts to increase awareness;   

● Continued education and training for officers on existing Motor Vehicle Laws 
concerning bicycles, skateboards and scooters as well as the Village’s 
mandatory Helmet Ordinance.  
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2024 Motor Vehicle Pedestrian Crash 

Heat Map 
 
 

 
Note: Image Not to Scale  
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2024 Motor Vehicle Crash 
Heat Map (Town wide) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Note: Image Not to Scale  
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2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Heat Map - Valley Street 
 
 

 
Note: Image Not to Scale   
 
68% of the crashes on CR 638 occur on the Valley Street portion. 
 
Higher frequency of crashes occurred at the following intersections:  
South Orange Avenue  
3rd Street 
Hixon Place  
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2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Heat Map - Scotland 
Road 

 
 

 
Note: Image Not to Scale  
 
 
32% of the Crashes on CR 638 occur on the Scotland Road. portion. 
 
Higher frequency of crashes occurred at the following intersections:  
Irving Avenue  
Taylor Place 
Ralston Avenue 
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Description: 
 
Valley Street and Scotland Road (County Highway 638) is a roadway that travels 
north and south from Randolph Place (Orange border) to Hixon Place at the 
Maplewood border. All intersecting streets are controlled by Stop Signs except 
Third Street, Montrose Avenue, and South Orange Avenue, which are controlled by 
Traffic Signals. It is one lane in each direction for most of its length and has speed 
limits of 25mph on Valley Street and 25mph on Scotland Road. 

 
The entire corridor experienced 78 motor vehicle crashes during 2024, an 
increase from 60 in 2023. For 2024, Scotland Road experienced 22 crashes, a 
decrease from 24 in 2023. On Valley Street, the total number of crashes increased 
from 36 in 2023 to 56 in 2024. 
 
The section of the roadway between South Orange Avenue & 1st Street is the 
section of this road with the highest frequency of crashes. 
 
Development of the Valley Street area of Village through increasing housing and 
new businesses, may have contributed to congestion and crashes as the volume of 
people traversing the roadways increases. 

 
Proposed Countermeasures/Actions: 

 

● Continued police presence, by conducting Patrol details that will help curb 
unsafe driving behaviors. (distracted driving, failure to obey traffic signals / stop 
signs, aggressive driving);   

● Essex County will be reconstructing some of the intersections on Valley Street 
to increase pedestrian safety through engineering changes that include new 
curbs, pedestrian islands, redesigned crosswalks, increasing the number of 
signalized crossings, and replacing old signals. 
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Irvington Avenue and Ward Place: Delineators added to Deter parking 
within 25 ft. of crosswalks 

 

 
Northeast corner of intersection 
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Southeast corner of intersection 
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2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Heat Map - Irvington 
Avenue 

 

 
Note: Image Not to Scale 
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South Orange Avenue,  Centre Street, Turrell Avenue Intersection:  
 

 
 
Description:  
 

The intersection of the three roadways is “star shaped”. The four approaches 
of South Orange Avenue & Centre Street are controlled by red light traffic 
signals with advanced left turn and pedestrian countdown indicators. Turrell 
Avenue intersects South Orange Avenue where Turrell Avenue is divided by 
a concrete island and controlled by a stop sign and crosswalk. South Orange 
Avenue is a county road that has two lanes in each direction (east/west) at 
this location and speed limit of 35mph. Centre Street is a municipal road that 
runs north/south with one lane in each direction and a speed limit of 25 mph.  
 

Turrell Avenue is a municipal road that is primarily residential with one lane in each 
direction and a speed limit of 25 mph. 
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There were 4 crashes at Centre Street and South Orange Avenue in 2024, an 
increase of 50% from 2023 when there were 2 crashes. A review of each crash 
revealed the following: 

● (1) side swipe careless driving, attempted to make a right turn from 
the left turn lane;  

● (3) rear end collisions:  
o (2) driver in attention;  
o (1) careless driving (attempt to surpass the other vehicle) 

 
 

Countermeasures/Actions: 
 

● Seton Hall University Property Maintenance Department continues to 
ensure line of sight issues are addressed on their properties to ensure a safer 
intersection. 

● Continue Police Presence in this area to address careless driving and 
distracted driving in order to mitigate future MV crashes. These driving 
habits continue to be contributing factors throughout the State of New 
Jersey and we will aim to help mitigate these factors in our Village.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE                

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

201 South Orange Avenue               

South Orange                                              

New Jersey 07079 

www.southorange.org  

P 973.763.3000                                                                                                                              
 

19 
2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Report 

West South Orange Avenue & Ridgewood Road: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description: 
 

The four approaches of West South Orange Avenue & Ridgewood Road are 
controlled by red light traffic signals with advanced left turn and pedestrian 
countdown indicators. West South Orange Avenue is a county road that runs 
east/west, has 2 lanes in each direction, and has a speed limit of 40 mph. 
Ridgewood Road runs north/south with one lane in each direction from 
Maplewood to West Orange and has a 25mph speed limit. 
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During 2024, there were 4 crashes at this intersection, 25% less than in 
2023, which had 6 crashes.  

     
 
Countermeasures/Actions: 
 

● We will continue to monitor this particular section with regards to the 
cause of the crashes and address the issues within our scope as it lies in 
part on a County Roadway. A decrease in crashes at any area in our Village 
is a huge positive especially at an intersection meeting a County Roadway.   

 
Irvington Avenue & Prospect Street:   
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Description: 
 

The four approaches of Irvington Avenue & Prospect Street are controlled by 
red light traffic signals with pedestrian countdown indicators. Irvington 
Avenue runs east/west from Scotland Road to Newark with one lane in each 
direction and a 25mph speed limit. Prospect Street runs north/south with 
one lane in each direction from South Orange Avenue to Maplewood with a 
25mph speed limit. 
 
The Irvington Avenue Corridor has experienced 22 crashes along its length 
during 2024, a decrease of 39% from the 2023 total of 35. Of our county 
roads, the Irvington Avenue Corridor remains the third highest crash rate in 
the Township. 
 

Countermeasures/Actions: 
 

● With our administrative partners in the Village and other stakeholders, we 
will continue to advocate for a County construction project to address, via 
engineering, the improvement of safety conditions for those travelling this 
corridor.  

● We aim to continue police presence to enforce the “No Stopping/No 
Standing” Ordinance which is supported by yellow roadway markings. We 
will also continue addressing the “No Parking Bus Stop” in front of 126 
Irvington Avenue to prevent traffic from having to go around said vehicles 
and into the left turn lane at the intersection.   
 
Note: Our Township DPW made improvements to several curbs on the 
Irvington Avenue Corridor in 2023 by painting them yellow in certain areas 
to deter vehicles from parking and protruding onto the roadway. This 
proved effective as the numbers in that general area decreased in 2024. 
 



 

 

SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE                

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

201 South Orange Avenue               

South Orange                                              

New Jersey 07079 

www.southorange.org  

P 973.763.3000                                                                                                                              
 

22 
2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Report 

2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Heat Map - 
Sloan Street Corridor 

 

 
Note: Image Not to Scale 
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Sloan Street Corridor: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE                

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

201 South Orange Avenue               

South Orange                                              

New Jersey 07079 

www.southorange.org  

P 973.763.3000                                                                                                                              
 

24 
2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Report 

Description: 
 

Sloan Street is a municipal two lane roadway that travels north/south from 
South Orange Avenue to Third Street with one lane in each direction and a 
speed limit of 25mph. There is a mid-block crossing between South Orange 
Avenue and First Street and all other intersections have crosswalks. There is 
a roundabout where Sloan Street meets First Street. Additionally; the 
roadway has numerous signs prohibiting certain actions by motorists within 
this corridor.   

 
During 2024, there were 10 motor vehicle crashes along Sloan Street, a 
decrease of 41% from 2023. Sloan Street, particularly between South Orange 
Avenue and First Street is one of our busiest roads when factoring in 
commuters and retail patrons. All of the 10 incidents were low speed with 
40% caused by drivers backing out of a parking space. None of the Sloan 
Street incidents resulted in any injuries for the third year in a row.  
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Countermeasures/Actions: 
 

 

● We will continue to maintain a visible police presence deter offenses 
as well continue to conduct enforcement and motorist education 
efforts; 

● Sloan Street remains one of our top streets for the issuing of 
summonses, a majority of which are for violating the No Left Turn local 
ordinance. These are followed closely by summonses for Parked in 
Loading Zone, Handicapped, No Stopping or Standing (pick up drop 
off) and then various moving violations;  

● Some helpful solutions that have deterred some of this behavior has 
been the delineators that are placed along the double yellow lines. 
These will continue to be deployed and replaced as they are damaged;  

● Crash Data shows a decrease in this area and we can certainly attribute 
some of this to this addition on Sloan Street.  
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Ward Place / Wilden Place / Gardner Avenue: 
 

 
 
    Description:  

 
Ward Place, Gardner Avenue, and Wilden Place are municipal intersections 
where north/south bound Ward Place traffic meets east/west bound Wilden 
Place traffic and east /west bound Gardner Avenue traffic. All (3) roads have 
one lane in each direction and a 25mph speed limit. Wilden Place and 
Gardner Avenue are controlled by Stop Signs. Ward Place is heavily traveled 
with Seton Hall University Drivers as well as others who use the road as a 
“cut through” from Irvington Avenue to South Orange Avenue and vice versa.  
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During 2024, there were a total of 12 crashes on Ward Place with 2 crashes 
at the intersection of Ward Place and Gardner Avenue, matching the same 
numbers of crashes at this location in 2023 and 2022. This is positive as the 
number of crashes has not increased for this intersection, which is a highly 
traversed intersection not just by motor vehicles but by pedestrians as well.  

 
Countermeasures/Actions: 

 

● Meet with Seton Hall and Village personnel and share ideas on how to 
improve the intersection, as a high volume of both pedestrian and motor 
vehicle traffic stems from University personnel.  

● Install a second speed display box on the northbound side of the roadway to 
make drivers aware of the same.  

● Illuminate the area with pedestrian crossing signage that could make the 
motoring public conscious of their driving habits within this intersection.  
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Academy Street - Two Solar powered speed measuring and display devices have 
been installed on Academy Street. 
 
Speed box: Academy Street at Roland Avenue - Southbound  
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Speed box: Near Our Lady of Sorrows Church/School on Academy Street - 
Northbound 
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Montrose Avenue & Vose Avenue: 

 
 
 
    Description: 
 

Montrose Avenue & Vose Avenue is a municipal intersection where 
east/west bound Montrose Avenue traffic is controlled by two overhead, 
flashing, amber-colored lights. North/south bound Vose Avenue traffic is 
controlled by two overhead, flashing red lights and two retro-reflective Stop 
Signs in each direction. Both roads have one lane in each direction and have 
a 25mph speed limit. 

 
During 2024, there were 4 crashes at this intersection, an increase from the 
1 crash that occurred in 2023. For these incidents, 2 injuries were reported. 
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 Countermeasures/Actions: 
 

● The planned township paving project for 2025 has this intersection 
included. The paving will bring about the renewal of painted crosswalks 
with the proper thermoplastic paint to avoid rapid fading. This will 
illuminate the crosswalks at this intersection and raise awareness to 
drivers that there are potential pedestrians entering the roadway.  

● Along with these improvements bollards will be added to the corners of 
this intersection. 

● Bike lanes are being implemented to the entirety of West Montrose 
Avenue to include this section.  

● As a method proven to be effective in addressing safety concerns, we will 
continue police presence and enforcement in the area and address 
observed violations. 
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Summary and Conclusions: 
 

The purpose of this analysis report is to provide an assessment of road safety 
and its conditions on the municipal roadways, county roadways, and at certain 
intersections within the South Orange Village with the goal of reducing the 
volume and severity of roadway crashes. Emphasis has been placed on 
improving road safety through targeted road safety Engineering, 
Educational/Behavioral and Enforcement programs that have proven to be 
effective.  

 
 

Education:  
 

● Educating the Public regarding traffic safety is the focal point to changing 
their behavior when traversing the roadway as a pedestrian, bicyclist, or as 
a driver. Such education can lead to greater safety on the roadways.  

● Current means of providing traffic safety education include: 
o Social media channels; 
o Police section of the Village website; 
o Traffic stops: officers use discretion and opt to educate drivers via 

written warnings rather than issue summonses; 
o Regularly scheduled Public Safety meetings;  
o Direct engagement with members of the public, such as neighborhood 

organization meetings; 
o Regular use of a mobile sign trailer to inform the public with traffic 

safety messages.  

● Priority areas to be supported included:  
o Distracted driving via cell phone use. 1,457 summonses were issued 

in 2024;  
o Encouraging Adult Seat belt usage to reduce the potential for severe 

injury when crashes do occur. 429 summonses issued in 2024;  
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o Child passenger safety: When properly installed and used, child car 
seats, booster seats, and seatbelts all reduce injuries when crashes 
occur; 

o Pedestrian safety: Particularly the effective use of crosswalks; 
o Bicycle safety best practices to reduce the riding of bicycles across 

marked crosswalks, as 7 crashes in 2024 all were attributed to this 
dangerous behavior; 

o Enforcement actions against Aggressive Driving - 1,911 summonses 
issued in 2024; 

o Enforcement actions against Impaired Driving - 56 summonses issued 
in 2024; 

o Continued outreach and education on Motorcycle and E-Bike safety 
best practices.  

 
Engineering:  
 

● SOPD dedicates a significant amount of time to working regularly with the 
Village Engineer to share data and monitor Village and County Roadway 
Operations. Together, the recommended and executed plans on our 
roadway system have improved safety for vehicle operators, pedestrians and 
bicyclists alike. This collaboration will continue with safety as critical joint 
priority. 

● South Orange streets and County Roadways move hundreds of thousands of 
vehicles each year.  

● Problems associated with this network are:  
o As we continue to add housing structures we bring population growth 

that contributes to congestion on both pedestrian traffic and vehicular 
traffic, increasing the potential for more crashes. This growth 
continues to render some roadways inadequate in allowing for a 
smooth traffic flow.  
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o The increase in population also increases the cost of maintenance for 
roadways as they deteriorate more rapidly.  
 

● Enhance our ability to collect data through traffic speed and volume surveys 
by obtaining additional measurement devices. Continue to share traffic study 
data with our professional partner and the public. Such data has been 
regularly used to develop appropriate plans improving traffic safety for 
upcoming roadway construction projects.  

  
 
Enforcement: 
 

● The data from traffic surveys gives us knowledge of where to conduct traffic 
details to address infractions. This data-driven response is also how we 
address the most prevalent factors causing pedestrians and vehicle crashes. 
We are committed to providing safe passageways to all who traverse the 
roadways in South Orange Village and we aim to reduce motor vehicle 
crashes and are hopeful to continue to uphold zero fatalities for a 5th year in 
a row for 2025.  

● To attain this goal, we will continue to send our Officers to training courses 
that pertain to specific areas of Title 39 on both pedestrian and motor vehicle 
roadway safety.  

● We will continue to seek and apply for grant funding to enhance our ability 
to place more officers on the streets conducting traffic enforcement 

● We will continue to work with our traffic safety partners from US/NJ Highway 
Traffic Safety Administrations, AAA, NJ Department of Transportation, NJ 
State Police, NJ Motor Vehicle Commission, and the Essex County Traffic 
Officers’ Association to share information and participate in their traffic 
safety enforcement programs. Areas of concentration include: 

 



 

 

SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE                

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

201 South Orange Avenue               

South Orange                                              

New Jersey 07079 

www.southorange.org  

P 973.763.3000                                                                                                                              
 

35 
2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Report 

o Pedestrian Decoy programs/Cops in the Crosswalk program 
o Share the Road with Motorcycles and Bicycles 
o Hang Up! Just Drive; distracted driving program 
o Bi-annual Click It or Ticket; occupant protection campaign 
o Aggressive Driving Enforcement 

 
We will continue utilizing police training and education, when available, to better 
equip our Officers with the tools needed to succeed, coupled with educational 
efforts to improve the public awareness via dissemination of materials such as 
brochures and palm cards. Additionally, through frequent public interaction, we 
can continue to work toward reducing crash related injuries and fatalities.  
 
Educating the public is an important way to increase community awareness and 
understanding of traffic safety, and an excellent way to achieve a positive outlook 
while working together to increase public safety of all people within our 
community.  
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Appendix A - South Orange Village Crash Data 
 
 2024 2023 2022 Change Count* Change Percent* 

Total Crashes 540 527 446 +13 2.4% increase 

Fatal Crashes 0 0 0 0 0% increase 
Pedestrian 
Crashes 

28 15 23 +13 86.6% increase 

Parked 
Vehicles 

127 132 106 -5 3.7% decrease 

Hit & Run 86 82 59 +4   4.8% increase 

Bicycle 7 6 5 +1 20% increase 

 
*Shows change from 2023 to 2024 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE                

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

201 South Orange Avenue               

South Orange                                              

New Jersey 07079 

www.southorange.org  

P 973.763.3000                                                                                                                              
 

37 
2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Report 

 
 
 
Weather Condition 

1. 82.5% = Clear Weather 
2. 7.9% = Rain  
3. 2.7 % = Overcast 
4. 1.85% = Snow 
5. 4.06% = Other  
6. .37% = Freezing Rain 

 
 
 
 
Appendix A con’t. 

 
 



 

 

SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE                

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

201 South Orange Avenue               

South Orange                                              

New Jersey 07079 

www.southorange.org  

P 973.763.3000                                                                                                                              
 

38 
2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Report 

 

 
 
Light Condition 

1. 71.48% = Daylight 
2. 11.48% = Dark (street lights on continuous)  
3. 9.07% = Dusk 
4. 3.33% = Dark (street lights on) 
5. 2.04% = Dark (no street lights) 
6. 1.11% = Dark (street lights off)  

 
Appendix A con’t. 
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Road Surface Condition 
 

1. 84.63% = Dry  
2. 12.22% = Wet 
3. 1.3% = Icy 
4. 1.11% = Snowy 

 
 
 
 
 
Appendix A con’t. 
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Crash Type 

1. 23.5% = Struck parked vehicle  
2. 15.74% = Same direction (rear end)      
3. 15.19% = Same direction (side swipe) 
4. 12.78% = Right angle   
5. 10.19% = Fixed Object  
6. 5.37 % = Backing  
7. 5.19% = Pedestrian     
8. 3.52% = Left turn/ U-turn      
9. 3.15% = Opposite Direction (head on)   
10. 1.3% = Pedal cyclist  
11. 1.3% = Animal 
12. 1.11 % = Opposite Direction (side swipe) 
13. 0.93% = Encroachment  
14. 0.56% = Non-fixed object       Appendix A con’t. 

 



 

 

SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE                

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

201 South Orange Avenue               

South Orange                                              

New Jersey 07079 

www.southorange.org  

P 973.763.3000                                                                                                                              
 

41 
2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Report 

 
 
 
Time of Day - Frequency of crashes 

1. 3:00pm / 1500 hours 
2. 8:00am / 0800 hours 
3. 5:00pm / 1700 hours 
4. 4:00pm / 1600 hours 
5. 1:00pm / 1300 hours 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix A con’t. 
Appendix B 
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Publication, “Traffic Safety Facts, Crash Stats”– U.S. Dept. of Transportation, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, (6) page report, December 2024 
 
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813710 
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Appendix C 
New Jersey State Police Crash Fatalities as of 12/31/2024 
https://www.nj.gov/njsp/info/fatalacc/2024-stats.shtml 
https://www.nj.gov/njsp/info/fatalacc/pdf/swfcs2_24.pdf 
 

https://www.nj.gov/njsp/info/fatalacc/2024-stats.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/njsp/info/fatalacc/pdf/swfcs2_24.pdf
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